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might well stand as the exemplar, the norm, for the series. Few of the 
volumes will equal this, the reviewer predicts, in fictive or dramatic 
qualities — none perhaps save those written by the professional story- 
teller, the practicing novelist. 

Archibald Henderson 

The industrial state. 1870-1893. By Ernest Ludlow Bogart and Charles 
Manfred Thompson. [Centennial history of Illinois, volume iv] 
(Springfield: Illinois centennial commission, 1920. 553 p.) 

The fourth volume of the Centennial history of Illinois covers the 
period from 1870 to 1893, a period in which powerful influences brought 
about significant political, social, and economic changes. Agriculture had 
previously characterized the state, but now the utilization of other 
resources became prominent. The building of railroads made possible 
a large increase in trade, commerce, manufactures, and mining, and 
stimulated the growth of cities, particularly Chicago, as social and 
manufacturing centers, while the problem of rates and management 
seriously affected politics. 

The well-known disadvantages of cooperative writing are conspicuous 
in this work, which comes from the hands of five authors. The first half 
of the volume, which deals with the political phases, is the work of Mr. 
Thompson ; the latter half, which deals with the economic phases, is the 
work of Mr. Bogart ; while Mr. Henry B. Fuller, Miss Nellie 0. Barrett, 
and Mrs. Agnes Wright Dennis are the authors of respective chapters, 
the latter having achieved further distinction by giving final form to the 
chapters of political history. 

Of particular value among the pages written by Mr. Thompson is the 
chapter on the constitutional convention, which sets forth the construc- 
tive work, including minority representation and railroad regulations, 
of a body torn by political, sectional, and class interests. It is not certain 
that the author is fully aware of the role played by the third parties 
during the period. From the politicians' point of view, third parties in 
the United States have ever been failures, but in considering the results 
of these movements, such as their influence on the old parties and the 
enactment of railroad and warehouse legislation, their significance is 
grasped. 

As history the latter half of the work is disappointing. Overburdened 
with statistics, it is made up of more or less disconnected chapters on 
agriculture, animal husbandry, business, finance, transportation, trade, 
commerce, and manufactures, with two good chapters on labor. The 
question arises, has the busy reader the stomach to digest tabulated 
percentages and census returns without the aid of interpretation on the 
part of the historian? The author has placed many tables in the ap- 
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pendixes, which form an important part of the book. In spite of the 
defects the work is of considerable value to the student. 

The chapter on mining by Miss Barrett in the latter half of the book 
is subject to the same criticism. Mr. Fuller's chapter, "The develop- 
ment of arts and letters," while not brilliant, is well done. 

The most brilliant and penetrating work of the volume is the account, 
from the pen of Mrs. Agnes Wright Dennis, of the labor difficulties 
culminating in the Haymarket riot of 1886 and the subsequent pardoning 
of the convicted anarchists by Governor Altgeld. The trial and con- 
viction of the accused without evidence of their personal participation 
in the riot leads Mrs. Dennis to the conclusion that they were the victims 
given to appease the mob, and that Governor Altgeld in pardoning them 
acted justly, but ruined his own political future. It seems quite probable 
that it is Mrs. Dennis' work on the first half of the book that is respon- 
sible for many of its virtues. 

A searching examination of newspaper files has enabled the authors to 
do a large piece of research that needs to be done in many fields of 
American history. It is to be hoped that the Centennial history of Illinois 
will be the forerunner of notable activity in the field of state history. 

John D. Barnhakt, Jr. 

The college and new America. By Jay William Hudson. (New York: 
D. Appleton and company, 1920) 

The war and the mobilization of colleges in the Students' army training 
corps upset the established curricular routine of our higher institutions. 
It only disturbed and irritated most of the members of the faculties, and, 
though there has been much talk about needed readjustments, there have 
been no results so striking and thoroughgoing as those represented by the 
break in educational forms and university traditions in England, for 
instance. Those teachers who without any extended consideration have 
hastened back to curricular "normalcy" offer themselves the comfort 
that no extensive changes were needed and they have the excellent record 
made by American college men and university trained specialists as 
supporting evidence. Others, less certain that things educational can go 
on much as ever will welcome thoughtful discussion, especially when it 
comes from one in academic life who knows the strength and ideals of 
the existing colleges as well as their deficiencies and the very human 
limitations of the men who compose them. 

The academic mind was never more sympathetically exposed and ex- 
plained than in this little volume; how professors educate and do not 
educate, how our hit-or-miss departmentalizing of knowledge in terms of 
professional specialties ignores the correlations that make study a vivid 
reality to those we call students, how the victims find ready refuge in 



